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many sceptics of the last century, that Christianity
should be kept "for the use of the poor," and
renounced in the esoteric creed of the educated. Or
we may urge the literary and assthetic beauty of the
old training, and wrish it to be preserved to discipline
the imagination, though we may reject its value as a
historical statement of fact

The audience which I am addressing has, I pre-
sume, made up its mind upon such views. They
come too late. It might have been a good thing,
had it been possible, to effect the transition from old
to new without a violent convulsion: good, if
Christian conceptions had been slowly developed
into more simple forms ; if the beautiful symbols had
been retained till they could be impregnated with a
new meaning; and if the new teaching of science
and philosophy had gradually percolated into the
ancient formula without causing a disruption. Pos-
sibly the Protestant Reformation was a misfortune,
and Erasmus saw the truth more clearly than
Luther. I cannot go into might-have-beens. We
have to deal with facts. A conspiracy of silence is
impossible about matters which have been vehemently
discussed for centuries. We have to take sides; and
we at least have agreed to take the side of the down-
right thinker, who will say nothing that he does not
believe, and hide nothing that he does believe, and